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Tastes of Japan by ANA has won the
award for Tourism Business (Field of
Domestic and Inbound Travel) from
Tourism EXPO Japan 2016, supported
by Japan Tourism Agency and others.
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n Kitasato Institute, built in Shirogane, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 1915, Meiji-mura, Aichi Pref.
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Enjoy a huge oval-shaped space of 44 dinosaur skeletons and exhibitions, Fukui Pref.
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Joyful Journeys Back in Time

April is a lively time to explore present and past delights ERINFE. RENSHERMaMES, MAE

of the Tokai, Hokuriku, and Shin’etsu regions. Here you LHEN, SAUESABINSHNEREHN, BIF
can choose to step into a period of historic architecture HRAWKRINE, FRRBNS AL, Bl
and village life as seen in Aichi Prefecture’s wondrous HERHEIREEYIE FUMNLNKE, i
Meiji-mura or travel millions of years to the age of BAFNBREEENEE.

dinosaurs exhibited at the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur

Museum.
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The Museum Meiji-mura, Aichi Pref.
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Relaxing Look at Living History

Story & Photographs by Jon Burbank
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nyone looking for a relaxing, gently enlightening es-
Acape from the concrete-encased rush of Japan’s cities

should consider the easy one-hour trip from Nagoya
Station to Meiji-mura. Meiji Village sits among low wooded
hills on the shores of Lake Iruka.

“Meiji” refers to the period of Emperor Meiji's reign (1868—
1912). After centuries of isolation, technologies and ideas from
outside Japan were encouraged, a first for Japan back then.
Change came along and affected nearly every aspect of Japa-
nese life.

Meiji-mura holds about 60 buildings from this revolutionary
time, when architecture incorporated international ideas, also
for the first time. The buildings come from all parts of Japan,
meticulously dismantled and reassembled here.

But Meiji-mura is much more than just a bunch of old relics.
Walking around and in these living exhibits, you catch the fla-
vor of what life was like during Meiji's amazing transformation.
Visit Kyoto's old Nakai Sake-Brewer and sample some sake. Or
enter Kanazawa Prison (1907) and face a forlorn mannequin
staring down at a typical prison meal on the tiny mat of his
tiny cell.

Be sure to plan to catch a live performance at the stylishly
attractive Kureha-za Theater (1868). At least take the enter-
taining theater tour, which takes you backstage as well as “un-
der-stage.”

Another “don’t miss it” is the brick facade and lobby of the
Imperial Hotel designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It's one of the
American architect’s most famous works. And even in this re-
duced state, it doesn't fail to impress.

Kureha-za Theater, built in Osaka, 1968
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Main Entrance Hall and Lobby, Imperial Hotel, by Frank Lloyd Wright, 1923
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Story & Photographs by Mayumi Ishii
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project from 1989 unveiled an ancient crocodile skeleton

in the valley area of Katsuyama City. Among five kinds of
dinosaurs and many fossils, Fukuiraptor kitadaniensis was discov-
ered there: the first dinosaur given a Japanese scientific name.

The area, designated as Katsuyama Geopark in 2009, became
Japan’s largest dinosaur discovery site. Nine years before that
designation, Fukui Prefecture opened Fukui Prefectural Dino-
saur Museum.

| visited the museum on a rainy day, when the surrounding
forestland was misty and mystical. The building has three main
wings: Dinosaur World, Earth Sciences, and History of Life. |
descended to the basement and through time into a huge oval
space with a giant T. rex diorama.

From there, a big spiral slope ends at Dinosaur World. Under a
domed ceiling 37.5 meters high, a lineup of 44 towering skeletons
has five Fukui dinosaurs, including Fukuiraptor kitadaniensis.

Wandering through the Earth Science wing, with lots of geo-
graphical exhibits, | found the History of Life section showed
the evolution of life for 46 million years.

Other choices included watching museum specialists clean
rocks at Fossil Lab, gallery talks by museum scientists (on select
days), and a two-hour tour of the museum’s field station for
hands-on paleontology sessions (late April to early November).

F ukui Prefecture is dinosaur country, where an excavation

Dinosaur World (IF), a huge oval-shaped space without pillars, exhibits 44
dinosaur skeletons.
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Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum, Fukui Pref.

Dynamic and Delightful Dino World

Entrance hall (2F), where the History of Life is exhibited
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Handy URL
Visit the special website of Tastes of JAPAN by
ANA Tokai, Hokuriku, and Shin‘etsu webpage.
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Getting There RE

The Museum Meiji-mura, Aichi Pref. ZRIE G EIRA

ANA serves Nagoya with daily flights from Tokyo (Haneda and Narita), ANA S H#A IR CHEPLISAREILZ. AL Chi
Sapporo (New Chitose), Fukuoka, Okinawa (Naha) and many other TEHI. WM. whde ORFHLIZD FRLIMT LS TR,
cities. Travel time from Nagoya Station to Meiji-mura is about an hour At i 7R s L AR IR £ 1

by train and bus. WEEL  J R R

Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum, Fukui Pref. ANA FHABBENA R CAENLZD WM. £
ANA serves Komatsu with daily flights from Tokyo (Haneda). Travel by Ferr B, 1/ ATEE JR A Ak Ak T B AR I
bus from Komatsu Airport takes one hour to JR Fukui Station. From FESEBIELESS (NRD, IR RIME L, ER
Fukui Station, take the Echizen Railway to Katsuyama Station (I hour) YT FZE (15 2080, TigRAL AL, ML ZE s S
and transfer to a community bus in the direction of Nagaoyama. Get off WL 10 735

at Kyoryu Hakubutsukanmae bus stop in front of the museum (15 min).

Travel from Katsuyama Station to the museum by taxi is about |0 min.

Looking Ahead THmE

The next theme of Get to Know Tokai, Hokuriku, and Shin‘etsu for May is 5 BEATSBRENENARE AL SEMXK, TN W
“Sightseeing,” when we introduce World Heritage sites from Toyama, Gifu, Ko BITBNBIKE. ELF=ERHHRE R,
and Mie prefectures that memorialize your travel in Japan. ATHBAZTET—HETHICIZ,
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